
A knock came on the door at 43 Westbury Rd and the caller said “Would your little girl like to come to Sunday 
School ??”   So began 8 year-old Brenda Teer’s association with Trinity-at Bowes, or Bowes Park Methodist as it 
was in those days. She Joined the Sunday School which numbered over 500 pupils and progressed through all 
the departments, taking part in all the various activities organised through the House System.  Everyone was spilt 
into 4 houses, Wycliffe,Wesley Whittaker and Grenfell and there were competitions in Netball, Tennis,Eistedfods, 
Cricket and Football,plus a Swimming Gala and a Sports day which was held on the Running Track in Broomfield 
Park.  When Marion Hooker last published the results Brenda was still the holder of the girls High Jump record!! 
 
As a teenager Brenda joined the Morning Youth Fellowship and then progressed to teaching in the Junior Dept 
under Olive Kitchen on Sunday Afternoons.   It was during this time that a certain young man who was doing his 
National Service would wait outside the door of the Palmerston Hall, dressed in his Naval uniform, to meet her. A 
few years later we were married in the old Church by Rev Reg Brighton and set about bringing up four 
children.          
 
Brenda was in both the Brownies and Guides and as a young adult would  
go out Carol Singing with the" Party with the Lamp" every night through December—— and our children still 
complain about being made to knock on doors and collect for The National Children's Home on Christmas 
Mornings.  
 
In later life she would take over the organising and running of the Eistedfod, 
arranging all the adjudicators and setting out the programme. In addition to this she served two 4-year terms as a 
steward, helped run the Youth Club which included taking large parties of youngsters on holidays to, among 
others, Devon, North Wales and the Lake District with able assistance from Michael & Margaret Langley, but she 
is probably best remembered for her catering skills. 
 
One of the highlights would have been organising the cooking and serving of a Stewardship Meal in the 
sanctuary for 200 people, under the watchful eye of Rev John Peacock, but probably best remembered is the 
wonderful team effort with Christina Allen in providing the Saturday Lunches over many long years.   The Festive 
Lunch in December was always the stand-out one, with a starter, traditional Christmas lunch, large selection of 
puddings followed by cheese & biscuits and coffee and chocolates raising several hundred pounds each year for 
the National Children’s Home. 
 
There are so many areas that I have not touched on, the many committees,Including Circuit, that she served on, 
the pastoral work that she undertook, the many hundreds of lifts she gave to and from church, but above all it 
would be her warm smile and kind words, sharing her love of God with everyone, that marks her 71 year 
association with T-a-B. 
 


